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suddenly in the course of October, 1912-after the notifica-
tion of only 15 cases (including four cases from a foreign
ship) in the whole of the preceding nine months, most, if
not, all of which had been traced to their sources-54 cases
of typhoid (including paratyphoid) were notified or dis-
covered, followed by 43 in November and by eight
in December. Only once in the preceding 25 years had
the number of cases in any one month exceeded the
numbers in October and November, 1912. This was in

December, 1898, when there were 61 cases. In the pre-
ceding months of that year, September, October, and
November, the numbers were 30, 20, and 30 respectively, and
in the immediately succeeding month of January, 1899,
there were 32 cases, making in all 173 cases in five months.
In the two months preceding the outbreak of 1898 the
numbers were 5 and 6 respectively, and in the whole first

eight months of the year only 38 cases were notified. The
two outbreaks, therefore, bear some resemblance to each
other. The earlier outbreak Dr. Matthew Hay believes to
have originated in milk infection. The report goes on to
describe how the search for possible sources of infection of
the 1912 outbreak led to a creamery, and on from there to
a farm-the only one-which sent part of its milk to the
creamery and part into Aberdeen.
Oct 14th. 

________________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The Laboicr Trouble in Dublin.
THE labour dispute in Dublin carmot fail to have

important effects upon the state of the public health should
its settlement be long postponed. Up to the present, though
all social workers admit that distress is keen and widespread,
there has not been any marked increase of disease, at any
rate among adults. There is not any unusual pressure on

hospital accommodation, at any rate since the attacks on
the police and the consequent retaliations in the early days
of the dispute. Among infants there has been an exces-
sively high mortality during the past few weeks, which,
though due primarily to the prolonged dry summer; must
have been accentuated by the present distress. Many relief
agencies are doing useful work among those out of employ-
ment. On each of the last three Saturdays a relief ship
loaded with supplies of household provisions has arrived in
the river from Manchester. In addition, provisions are

dispensed at Liberty Hall, as the headquarters of the Irish
Transport Workers’ Union are called. It is natural that the

system of distribution has not been perfect, and abuses have
arisen. Some of the supplies of food have been sold by the
recipients, and the money spent in the purchase of drink.
On the whole, however, there is little doubt that the supplies
have reached those for whom they were intended. A relief
fund for women and children only has been organised by
the Lady Mayoress and a committee of ladies, and
has reached some .S500 or .E600, in spite of a somewhat
chilling reception by the daily press, which, having
taken a definite stand against the workers, appears to

regard assistance given in any form to those in distress
arising out of the dispute as a subsidy to one of the parties.
The Lady Mayoress’s committee spends mest of its funds in

supplying free meals in the schools, and has enlisted the
cordial help of the teachers, many of whom are members of
religious communities. The sisters who visit the poor in
their homes also undertake to distribute assistance in needy
cases, and the cooperation of the Jubilee nurses has been
freely given. In the early days of the dispute some anxiety
was felt by hospitals and other institutions, as well as by
private consumers, as to their coal supplies. At present,
however, the coal merchants are meeting all orders. More
recently some inconvenience has been experienced with
regard to the delivery of other goods. In particular, there
has been a scarcity of nitrous oxide gas on a few occasions,
and the dealers can never be confident of having a supply
in hand.

Excessire Claims for Sickness Benefit.
The Irish Insurance Commission has recently appointed a

committee of inquiry for the following purposes : (a) "To
investigate the question of excessive claims for sickness
benefit and of the safeguards to be taken to prevent insured

persons from receiving sickness benefit unless they are

properly entitled thereto : and (b) to formulate and submit
to the Commission a scheme for the distribution of the
increased Exchequer grant-in-aid of .c91,00O which it is pro-
posed to ask Parliament to grant next year towards the cost
of medical certificates and other expenses of administration
owing to the absence in Ireland of medical benefit under
the National Insurance Act, 1911." " The committee is to
take evidence on the various points of the terms of refer-
ence, and will hold sittings in certain convenient centres.
Help is asked from the Approved Societies, the Insurance
Committees, and the Local Medical Committees. It would

appear that complaints have been made by the officials of

Approved Societies that excessive claims were being made
for sickness benefit. This is no doubt true, but it is equally
true that many persons entitled to sickness benefit have
been denied it, particularly in the case of one society.
Frauds on both sides are bound to be frequent as long as no
arrangement exists for obtaining the evidence of the medical
practitioner in attendance on the claimant. Up to the

present societies have refused to exercise their powers
with regard to paying for such evidence, leaving the
onus of obtaining it on the insured person. They have in
some instances refused to recognise any medical certificate
other than those of their own medical advisers. The
Insurance Commissioners have rendered confusion worse

by appointing a number of official medical advisers
whose only duty in regard to sickness benefit is to detect
malingering. Their competence for this task has not made
itself apparent, while except in Dublin and one or two

populous areas, geographical considerations render them
inaccessible. Their appointment has met with opposition
from the medical profession, the members of which refuse to
cooperate with them in any professional way.

Assistant Tuberculosis Officer in County Galivay.
At a meeting of the County Galway Medical Committee

on Oct. 10th the following resolution was unanimously
adopted :-
That the County Galway Medical Committee has objected to the

appointment of assistant tuberculosis officers in the county for these
among other reasons: the Prevention of Tuberculosis (Ireland) Act and
the sanatorium benefit clauses of the Insurance Act have now been in
operation for two and a half years in this county. The majority of the
people in the rural districts who suffer from tuberculosis are not insured
persons. Up to this we have seen no steps taken to give efficient treat-
ments to these poor people, for we cannot regard the appointment of
medical advisers or assistant tuberculosis officers as being of adequate
assistance to meet the exigences of the case.

1lfalingeriag under the National Insurance Act.
At a meeting of the Irish Medical Committee held in

Dublin on Oct. 7th it was decided to advise all Local
Medical Committees to act in reference to the inquiry pro-
posed to be held by the Irish Insurance Commissioners
through the central body-the Irish Medical Committee.
The matter came before the Belfast Medical Committee on
Oct. 10th, when it was decided to reply to the Com-
missioners’ letter asking members of the Belfast Medical
Committee to give evidence before an inquiry to be held into
the question of undue sickness under the Insurance Act, and
also as to the best way to allocate money that it is supposed
will be voted next session, that the time was far too short
to prepare a report on a matter requiring such careful con-
sideration. The feeling was that the Commissioners should
approach first the Irish Medical Committee on such matters.
It was also arranged to appoint a subcommittee to prepare
evidence for subsequent use if required.

Oct. 14th. 
________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

A -zVe7v Vaccine for GonorrAva.
AT the Acad&eacute;mie des Sciences, on Oct. 6th, M. Laveran

presented the discovery of a vaccine for gonorrhceal infection
by Dr. Charles Nicolle, director of the Institut Pasteur at
Tunis. Dr. Nicolle, to whom already we owe many valuable
researches on cholera, trachoma, whooping-cough, and
typhus, has been working for more than a year at the vaccine
treatment of gonorrhcea. He has prepared a vaccine from
micrococci killed by a special procedure, of which he has
not yet published the technique. He prefers, he says, to
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keep his method a secret, because its application may be
shortly extended to other infectious diseases, and he wishes
to establish his priority in this research. His experiments
were finished in July, 1912. He was then assured of success,
but preferred to wait so as to increase the number of his
clinical cases and to present statistics that could not

be gainsaid. More than 200 patients of all nationalities
have been treated at the Institut Pasteur, Tunis,
during the year. Dr. Nicolle and his colleague, Dr.

Blaizot, have not had a single failure in either acute
or chronic cases. Professor Laveran, in communicating
this discovery to the Academy, gave some very interest-

ing information on the vaccine therapy of this affection.
The treatment is simple. Three or four hypodermic or intra-
venous injections are given every two or three days of 2 c.c.
of a solution containing several milliards of micrococci.
With the first injection the pain and malaise disappear. In
chronic cases the patients are cured by the third or fourth
injection ; in acute cases a definitive cure is obtained
in less than 15 days. The frequently dangerous com-

plications which strike at the very source of life, microbic
rheumatic sequelae, are rapidly cured. But the most
marvellous effects are seen in the purulent ophthalmia of the
newly born. A single injection suffices to cure an ophthalmia
neonati. The treatment does not occasion the least reaction,
not even the slightest fever. Dr. Nicolle announces that on
his return to the Institut Pasteur, Tunis, he will place at the
disposal of medical men such quantities of the vaccine as
may be necessary.

Congress of the Association Ihan&ccedil;aise de Chiritrgie.
This congress was held in Paris from Oct. 6th to llth

under the presidency of Professor Kirmisson. His opening
address was on the history of orthopaedic surgery, its present
condition, its aims and methods. The order of the day
contained three subjects: The curative treatment of ankylosis
by the operative method, by Dr. Baumgartner, in which he
described the various methods, the reasons for choice, and
the indications for operation. His co-reporter, M. Denuc&eacute;,
of Bordeaux, indicated the operative procedures for radical
cure, applicable in the ankylosis of each particular joint-the
temporo-maxillary, shoulder, elbow, wrist, fingers, hip, knee
and foot, and also the post-operative treatment. A free
discussion followed and Dr. Baumgartner replied. M. Pierre
Duval’s paper was on the surgery of the pelvic colon and its
operative technique, while his co-reporter, M. Patel, of Lyons,
dealt with the surgical pathology (excluding cancer), trau-
matic lesions, congenital malformations, faulty position of
the pelvic colon, simple and specific inflammatory affections,
and benign tumours. This subject was also well discussed.
The last subject concerned the treatment of wounds of the
skull by small-bore projectiles, and was dealt with in
excellent papers by Dr. Demoulin and Medecin Major
Billet. Dr. Laurent, of Brussels, under this heading
made a communication on the lessons of the Balkan war
from the standpoint of military surgery. He favoured early
intervention, and urged the provision of ambulances with
all necessary material, including radioscopic apparatus,
as near as possible to the fighting line. Dr. Payo, of

Konigsberg, gave demonstrations of his procedure in
articular resections. A very interesting presentation of
apparatus closed the congress. For the next session
Dr. Maunoury, of Chartres, was elected president, Dr.
Walther vice-president, and Dr. Jean Louis Faure secretary.

Congress of Ptvdiatries.
This congress was held in Paris on Oct. 3rd and 4th under

the presidency of Dr. Netter. Nearly all the chiefs of the
services of the Paris Children’s Hospitals were present.
Dr. Le Gendre read a noteworthy paper on the obesity
of children, in which he referred to the difficulty met
with in making mothers understand that excessive fatness in
children was an indication of defective nutrition. But while
this view was now generally accepted, the physiological
causes of this trouble were not known. Nevertheless, it must
be admitted that the glands of internal secretion were
in some way responsible, but as these glands were

numerous -thymus, suprarenals, hypophysis, &c.-the
medical man was often embarrassed to know to which group
to direct his attention. Dr. Marcel Nathan was com-
missioned to report on the glandular obesity of children and
Dr. Mouriquand on the adiposo-genital syndrome in children.
The subject was well discussed. The second question,

cerebral tumours in children, was taken up by Dr. d’Astzos,
while M. Terrien dealt with the ocular symptoms of cerebral
tumours, and M. Broca and M. Fran&ccedil;ais with their surgical
treatment. Communications were made by M. d’Oelsnitz on
the thermic, respiratory, circulatory, and hsematologic re-
actions caused by heliotherapy and on the indications for
heliotherapy in tuberculous affections of childhood ; on

heliotherapy in tuberculous peritonitis, by M. Jaubert ; on
the diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis in the nursling by
rapid radiography, by MM. Ribadeau-Dumas, Albert Weil,
and Maingot; and on respiratory exercises with the spiro
scope, by M. Pescher.

l6Temoricl to Professor Fulgence Raymond.
On Oct. 5th the bust of Professor Fulgence Raymond was

unveiled in the presence of a large gathering of members of
the Faculty of Medicine at St. Christophe-sur-le-Nais, Indre-
et-Loire. In 1894 Professor Fulgence Raymond succeeded
Professor Charcot at the Salpetriere. He became a member
of the Academie de Medecine, and died in 1910 at his work-
table in Poitou. Addresses were made on behalf of the
Government and by Professor Dastre, Professor Landouzy,
and Professor Raphael Blanchard.

General Spinal An&aelig;sthesia.
On Oct. lst Professor Jonnesco, of Bucharest, reported

that out of 11,324 operations he had not had a single death.
He had obtained deep and lasting anaesthesia, extending
over the entire field of operation, with minimum doses of the
anaesthetic. It had sufficed to multiply the punctures of
the spinal cord, which are made as close as possible to the
nerve roots. The injections are made between the third
and fourth cervical vertebras for operations on the head ;
between the first and second dorsal vetebrse for operations
on the neck; between the last dorsal and first lumbar (in
conjunction with the last named) for operations on the

upper limbs and the upper part of the thorax, and alone for
operations on the abdomen and the lower limbs ; between
the fourth and fifth lumbar vertebras (in conjunction with
the last named) for operations on the pelvis, and alone for
operation on the perineum.

.A New Hospital at Villejuif.
The Act of 1905 on compulsory assistance necessitated the

opening of special establishments for such aged and in-
curable persons as could not be maintained at home. The first
of these institutions has now been opened at Villejuif by
the Department of the Seir.e, and although it has not been
officially inaugurated, M. Magny, Director of Depart-
mental Affairs, has taken all the necessary measures for the
admission of 1000 aged persons. This number will be
increased later to 1500. Dr. Gustave Roussy has been

appointed chief physician with Dr. Metenier as his colleague.
Oct. 13th. 

____

ITALY.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Pellagra in the Province of Rome.
A DISTINGUISHED commission has been investigating

during the past year the subject of pellagra in the province
of Rome, and has published a preliminary report in the
Polielinico, Sezione Pratica. They .find that there is a

great deal of inaccuracy in the diagnosis of the disease,
for of 208 notified cases they were only able to concur

in the diagnosis in 46, and among these were included
several doubtful cases. The disease is rare and not on the
increase ; it is limited to a certain few villages where it has
long existed. There seems no relation between the con-

sumption of maize and the incidence of the disease, for
maize is eaten at practically every meal in all the districts
investigated. Nor could the disease be connected with the
bites of any insect. On the other hand, the villages where
the disease occurs show marked differences in the water-

supply as compared with those that are immune. Generally
speaking, the province of Rome is uncommonly well sup-
plied with water, but where the cases of pellagra occurred
either the village had a bad water-supply, surface waters
badly-protected, or the patients were in the habit of using
such waters found in the neighbourhood of their dwellings.

The General Elections.

i The general elections which are to take place at the end


